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board with the family, but not otherwise. It would perhaps be better
called a 'household' than a 'family'. Thus in a city such as Oxford, one
or several undergraduates living together in lodgings would count as a
separate 'family', while most industrial workers would not. However,
for many economic and domestic purposes, the census 'family' is a
real unit, so that the numbers and skes of such units are worth study.
Oxford City had 18,591 such families in 1931, Abingdon and
Woodstock 2,296, and the 'rural' parts of the Area 8,175. Every-
where the family of three persons was the most numerous type,
closely followed by families of two and four (see Figs. 19 and 20).
There were no very marked differences in the proportions of families
of different sizes in different parts of the Area, but the truly rural
districts, such as the former rural districts of Headington and Culham,
had a substantially larger proportion of their populations living in
families of six or larger. The former urban district of Wheatley may
perhaps be taken as typical of the new satellite villages; it had an
unusually large proportion of its people living in families of two and
three, and a very small proportion in families of six or larger. This
feature was certainly due to the presence of large numbers of young
married couples, living in modern bungalows and small houses. It
remains to be seen whether it will persist as a permanent characteristic
of this type of settlement.
Births and deaths.
We have already seen that the greater part of the growth of popula-
tion in the Area since 1911, and especially since 1931, has been the
result of a balance of immigration over emigration; the natural in-
crease by way of excess of births over deaths has played a relatively
unimportant part. Nevertheless, an investigation of the local death-
and birth-rates brings out some interesting facts. The death-rates
for 1911 and 1931 are given in Table 3,
table 3
Death-rates per 1,000 of the population


Number of
deaths 
Crude death-rate 
Standardized death-rate* 


Survey Area 
Survey Area 
England and
Wales 
Survey Area 
England and
Wales 
1911
1931 
1,218
1,291 
12-5
10-5 
13-8
ix-9 
10-9
8-5 
13-4
9'7 
* 'Standardized* death-rates are based on the age-composition of the national popula-
tion in 1901, and are obtained by adjusting the crude figures to allow for age-composi-
tions differing from that standard.

